
 

WELCOME TO CWU PEORIA AREA! Friday, March 3, 2023 we will be 
celebrating the World Day of Prayer at 9 am both in person at Salem Lutheran Church, 
1700 W War Memorial Drive and via zoom. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81229416360?pwd=Ly9mWlRzS2lQRjhRT2ZsUFNHK3Y3Zz09 

 
World Day of Prayer – About the Art 

Taiwan has a history of being colonized by different foreign 

governments. The artist, Hui-Wen HSAIO, used several motifs that 

highlight Taiwan’s best-known features to express how the Christian 

faith brings peace and a new vision to Taiwan. 

 

The women in the painting are sitting by a stream, praying silently 

and looking up into the dark. Despite the uncertainly of the path 

ahead, they know that the salvation of Christ has come. 

 

Two endangered species are featured: the Mikado pheasant and the 

Black-faced Spoonbill, which are both of unique significance to the 

Taiwanese people. The Mikado pheasant is endemic to mountainous 

regions of Taiwan and is usually regarded as one of Taiwan’s 

national birds.  The Black-faced Spoonbill migrates thousands of 

miles every year to spend the winter in Taiwan. Their distinctiveness 

symbolizes a characteristic of the Taiwanese people – confidence and perseverance in times of 

difficulty. 

 

The green grass and Phalaenopsis (Butterfly) orchids stand out against the dark background.  They 

are the pride of Taiwan, which has a worldwide reputation as the “Kingdom of Orchids.” In recent 

decades, Taiwanese orchid’s exports have increased, and Butterfly orchids have frequently been 

featured in international competitions.  This beautiful island is known by its rich natural resources. 

Green grass represents the Taiwanese as simple, confident, strong and under God’s care. 

 

Recipe for Bubble Tea 

Steep the tea: Bring 6 cups water just to a boil and remove from heat.  Stir in the sugar, white or 

brown, (about 1 Tbls. per glass of tea) and add the tea bags (usually black tea is used).  Allow the tea 

to steep for 15-25 minutes and then come to room temperature.  

Prepare the Boba (tapioca pearls): About 15 minutes before you plan to serve your bubble tea, bring 

a small pot of water to a boil. Add the boba and stir well to prevent them from 

clumping and sticking together.  Allow the boba to cook for approximately 5-7 

minutes (they should be floating on the surface and super chewy). Drain and rinse 

under cold water. 

Assemble: Use 4 glasses that will hold 2 cups of liquid and divide the cooked 

pearls between them. Fill each glass with ice and pour 1 -1 1/2 cups of room 

temperature black tea into each. Add 2-3 (or more) tablespoons of milk or half-and 

Church Women United Peoria Area March 2023 

Information Sheet 

  

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81229416360?pwd=Ly9mWlRzS2lQRjhRT2ZsUFNHK3Y3Zz09


half to each glass and stir well to combine. Serve with fat straws and long spoons.   

 

World Day of Prayer Proclamation at the Peoria City Council meeting on February 28, 2023. 

 

 

 

 

Church Women United –Peoria Area received a proclamation at the Peoria City Council meeting on Tuesday February 

28 proclaiming Friday, March 3, 2023 World Day of Prayer.  Representing CWU-PA were Doris Weyeneth 

(President) and Inez Norgard Salem Lutheran Church CWU-PA delegate where e World Day of Prayer will be held on 

March 3, 2023 at 9:00 AM. 

 

We are pleased to announce that Doris Weyeneth has been 
elected as the 2023 Church Women United –Peoria Area 
President. Sherry Emerick was also elected as the Treasurer for 
the 2023 year.  Congratulations!  We are still looking for two 
volunteers to serve on the Nominating Committee. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Spread the Love at  

Pleasant Valley Schools on  

Valentine’s Day 2023  

CWU PA “SPREAD THE LOVE MONTH” AT PLEASANT VALLEY SCHOOLS 
 
Church Women United Illinois encourages all of the local units to reach out in our communities to 
lend aid or support to worthwhile community projects and underwrites those projects with grant 
money for us. This year we have requested $3000 for our project. Thank you to CWU IL!! 
 
Doris Weyeneth writes, “Thank you to all for your shopping and packing of the school 
supplies.  We successfully delivered all of the items to Pleasant Valley School on Thursday, 
February 23.  Sorry to say that because of “short staff” and our contact staff member being out 
because of Covid, the boxes of supplies are stored in an office at the school until she returns, 
hopefully this week.  She has assured me that she will get pictures for us when the supplies are 
given out. 
 
 



 

 

 
The Free Little Pantry at Valeska Hinton Early Childhood Education Center 

continues to be used regularly, and we continue to check and keep it stocked. 
Each month at the general meeting the box is available for you to share 
nonperishable food, and the jar is available for you to put cash donations if you 
desire. It appears that the pantry is used more than it was earlier.  Here is a helpful 
list for anyone donating to the Little Food Pantry at Valeska Hinton School: Fruit 
leather, Beef jerky, Vienna sausages, Peanut butter, crackers, Power bars, Cereal, 
Deodorant, small soaps/shampoos, Pudding cups, Water bottles, Hand sanitizer, 
Feminine products.  
 

“Read Across America” was celebrated at Valeska Hinton Early 

Childhood Education Center on Monday, February 27th! CWU 
volunteers and others were able to read at both the Woodruff 
Expansion Campus and the Main Campus. Volunteers met in the library 
for assignments and instructions. Some classes came to the library while 
other readers traveled to classrooms.  The school Project Screen/Library 
Manager, Cynthia McKenzie, prepare red all of the books with additional activities for the readers to 
enjoy and engage with the classroom. There was also an exciting break in the reading as there was a 
spontaneous fire drill!  School is always an exciting place! Readers included Doris Weyeneth and Peg 
Hayward at the Woodruff Expansion campus (pictured here) Inez Norgard (pictured here at the 
Main campus), Barb Guertler, Kathy Simpson, Pearl Witte, Sheila Carrell, Bob Coats (pictured here at 

the Main campus) and Kathy Cobb.  

 

 
 

Valeska Hinton Early Childhood Education Center  

 

 

 

Ecumenical Action Reports CWUPA has several outreach ministries that we serve and 

support throughout the year.  Here are some updates of activities from Prison Ministry, Valeska 
Hinton Early Childhood Education Center Adopt-a-School Partner and Snack Pack (Collaboration 
between School, Church and Community.) 
 

  
 



As Snack Packs begin the second semester, we are pleased to report that we are  
serving eleven schools in the Peoria Public School District with approximately 
1800 snack packs being shared each week.   We invite all CWU-PA members to 
visit and volunteer on Thursday mornings from 9:00-10:30 at Glen Oak 
Christian Church, 1115 E Republic, Peoria, 61603.  Several of our CWU-PA 
members are current volunteers! 

 
Coalition of 
Immokalee Workers 
shared a US Dept. of 
Labor press release 
which is long, so I 
shall try to 
summarize it. In the 
case of forced labor in the fields, there is a prosecution going on as part 

of an investigation started in 2017.  The case in point are watermelons that ended up being shipped 
to Sam’s Clubs, Kroger and Schnucks.  “Make no mistake, forced labor is a profitable business, and it 
is on the rise today. And with each farmworker forced into modern-day slavery, the crops planted, 
picked, and packed by their hands make their way through this country’s market and eventually 
onto our tables via multi-billion dollar corporations like Kroger.” Once again the Fair Food Program is 
mentioned as the one proven solution, for not just fixing, but preventing a long list of farm labor 
abuses. To finish this, the Coalition of Immokalee Workers has the knowledge and ability to help 
these corporations 
become responsible 
members of the industry.  
The court has sentenced 
a Florida labor contractor 
to nearly 10 years in 
prison.  

 
 

 
 
Have you paid your 2023 membership dues pf $10.00?  You can easily 
send your dues renewal to Aldine Allen at 3415 N Sheridan Rd, Peoria, IL 
61604.  We currently have 13 churches registered as church members.  
You can include your church by making a gift of any amount (personal 
check or church organizational check) Thank You 

 
 

 

Glen Oak Christian Church Snack Packs - A Collaboration between church, school and community 

 

 

 

 

ZOOM link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81229416360?pwd=Ly9mWlRzS2lQRjhRT2ZsUFNHK3Y3Zz09 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81229416360?pwd=Ly9mWlRzS2lQRjhRT2ZsUFNHK3Y3Zz09


 

Environmental Issues #7 
In the past several months, there has been a lot of banter about gas 

stoves and the environment.  Because it has become political, it has 

become difficult to see the issue clearly.  Recently the Wall Street 

Journal published an article of explanation by Sumathi Reddy entitled, 

“Clearing the Air on Gas Stoves,” (January 26, 2023). 

 

Ms. Reddy states that the main health concern with gas stoves is that they emit nitrogen 

dioxide, which can cause inflammation and irritation in a person’s airways and lungs.  

This is much worse for people with respiratory illnesses like asthma, or chronic 

obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). 

 

Only about 38% of U.S. households cook with gas.  Sumathi Reddy states that studies 

have “found that children who live in a home with a gas stove have a 42% increased risk 

of having asthma symptoms and a 24% increased risk of being diagnosed with asthma.”  

An Australian study also found that 12% of childhood asthma cases were attributed to 

gas stoves.   

 

When one commissioner of the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission suggested 

that the group consider a ban on gas stoves, the issue became a raucous political debate.  

One governor has even eliminated taxing gas stoves to encourage their use, never mind 

that only a small percentage of homes in that state currently use gas.  In fact, even 

though there is a small proven risk, there will be no ban on gas stoves currently in use, 

or even on new installation of gas stoves.  Next month, we will discuss things to do to 

minimize any risks in using gas stoves. Submitted by Pearl Witte 
 

 

Viola Lewis 
reports that the 
Baby and Mom 
ministry at the 
Decatur 
Correctional 
Center is again in 

operation. They will be welcoming a new mom and her baby sometime in March! A group of 
nine CWU-PA members made a field trip to this location in 2017. (Pictured here) Viola is 
hoping we might make another trip this summer.  Watch for details in upcoming INFO 
Sheets.   

 

Prison 

Ministries 

 

 

 

 



“Gimme Shelter just finished its 7th 

year raising funds for Phoenix 
Community Development Services.  

They provide permanent shelter when 
possible, and they work on the streets 

with the people that live there.  The 
staff’s words to us is to remember 

these are real people and a kind word 
or a smile helps. Giving money or food 

is up to you, just treat them kindly.  
Barb Gurtler has done this all 7 years 
and has raised a considerable amount 
of money.  Last year I was second, this 
year I was sixth. It was a good night in 

the box.” From Barb Gurtler 

 

Submitted by Patti Polk: 
 

 

 

 


